THE UTILITY OF QUANTITATIVE SOURCES IN THE STUDY OF TRANSPORTATION AND THE GROWTH OF ONTARIO AND
QUEBEC URBAN HIERARCHY, 1861 -1901 Fifty-six places in Ontario and Quebec became eligible for this analysis.
Two tables summarize the findings. In Table 1 an attempt is made to compare the average population of communities by the number of rail To observe how location on water, the previous dominant mode of transportation, influenced population size, the sample of places was divided into water and non-water sites. Population size by this dichotomy is shown in Table 2 . Except in nine of thirty-four categories, the population in places on water routes exceeded non-water locales. Landlocked places, as one proceeded through the period, began to cut into the differential in size. In fact, places reporting one railroad in the last three decades had a larger population than water site towns. 
